






























































































































































































































































































































































	 responsive	treatment	for	each	slightly	different	performer	and		 	 	 	
	 performance,	he	[the	audience]	can	place	the	situation	in	a	broad			 	 	






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I	know	when	a	profile	is	not	genuine	when	someone	is	just	always	 	 	 	



























































	 upload	videos	of	myself	making	music	because	if	I	try	to	get	a	job	in	 	 	





































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 N	 	 %	
______________________________________________________________________________	
Sex	(n=)		
	 Female	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 10	 	 40	
	 Male	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 15	 	 60	
Race/ethnicity	(n=)		
	 White,	non-Hispanic		 	 	 	 	 	 	 22	 	 80	
	 Black,	non-Hispanic	 	 	 	 	 	 	 0	 	 	0	
	 Hispanic/Latino/Latina	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 4	
	 Asian/Asian	American/Pacific	Islander		 	 	 	 1	 	 4	
	 Other	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 4	
During	a	typical	week	how	many	times	do	you	access	your	Facebook	account?		
	 Several	times	each	day	 	 	 	 	 	 21	 	 84	
	 Once	each	day		 	 	 	 	 	 	 4	 	 16	
	 Every	other	day		 	 	 	 	 	 	 0	 	 0	
	 Only	once	a	week		 	 	 	 	 	 	 0	 	 0	
	 Only	if	I	get	a	notification		 	 	 	 	 	 0	 	 0	
	 Rarely			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 0	 	 0	
Major		
Business	Administration		 	 	 	 	 	 	 4	 	 16	
Communication	Studies		 	 	 	 	 	 	 3	 	 12	
Economics		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 3	 	 12	
Journalism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 8	
Political	Science		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 8	
Computer	Science		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 8	
Mathematical	Decision	Sciences		 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 8	
Psychology		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 8	
Advertising	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	 8	
Art	History		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 4	
Asian	Studies		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 4	
Public	Relations	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 4	
Public	Policy		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 4	
Environmental	Science		 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 	 4	









































































































































































































































Focus Group Protocol—Identity Performance, Gender and Social Media: A focus group 
study of college seniors  
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this study today. My name is Alex Paré and I’m a 
senior in the School of Media and Journalism. I’m working on an undergraduate honors thesis 
which focuses on the theory of identity performance in online spaces. In particular, I’m 
interested in learning more about how college seniors manage identity on Facebook during a 
period of job recruitment. Our discussion will last for about one hour and your responses will be 
completely confidential. All identifying information, such as names and places will be cut out 
from the interview transcript and will not be included in any publications.  If it is all right with 
you, I will be taking notes and audio recording our interview to make sure that we are capturing 
your thoughts accurately. Does that sound ok?   
 
Before we begin, please let me know if you would like to be identified with a pseudonym. 
Remember, there are no right or wrong answers and you are not allowed to discuss the content of 
this meeting outside the focus group.  
 
 
Does anyone have any questions before we begin? 
 
 
RQ1: How do college seniors balance a portrayal of reality and idealization on their 
Facebook pages as they prepare for the job market?  
 
IQ1: How have you been using Facebook while you’ve been an undergraduate at Carolina? 
o To identify and join? 
o To check-in and keep current with what’s going on with current groups/friends? 
o To comment on what your friends/groups are doing? 
o To signal who you are? 
o Have you always cared about how people interpret your Facebook profiles, or has that 
increased/decreased over the last few years?  
 
IQ2: What is the importance to you of your Facebook profile specifically in relation to how 
you use Facebook? 
o Why is that? 
 
Transition: Great! That was all very helpful. Now let’s switch gears and talk about Facebook in 
the context of your senior year. As we’re all seniors in the room, and we’re going out on the job 
market… 
 
RQ2: How do college seniors adjust their Facebook profiles and practices (e.g. identify 
performance) as they prepare for the job market?  
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IQ1: How has your activity on Facebook changed this year?  
o What have you stopped doing?  
o What have you started doing? 
o What have you edited? 
o What have you deleted? 
o How do you decide when do eliminate or edit a photo? 
  
IQ2: Why did your activity on Facebook change in these ways?  
o Become more “grownup” (not a college student anymore). 
o New audience (employers) 
o Preparing for next stage friend groups. 
 
IQ3:  What aspects of your Facebook use have changed the most your senior year?  Why? 
 
Thanks, this has been really helpful.  I have just a few more questions for you all. 
 
 
IQ4: What role do you think Facebook will play in your life after you get your first job?  
o More about professional persona? 
o More about family? 
o More about keeping in touch with now distant friends? 
o Making new friends? 
 
 
Thank you so much for taking the time to share your unique viewpoint and experiences with us. 










I’m conducting a study for my honors thesis to examine how college seniors use 
Facebook during their senior year and I’d love your help recruiting participants for 
some focus groups. 
In order to participate, participants must identify as male or female, be active on 
Facebook, AND be a senior between the ages of 18 and 24 who plans to be on the job 
market upon graduating.  
Each participant will receive a $10 Starbucks gift card. The focus groups will take 
place before Spring Break on campus and last approximately one hour. Snacks will be 
provided. 
Please share this email with people you know who meet the criteria!  My contact info 































































































































Consent	Form	Version	Date:	February	8,	2017	 	 	 	
		
Title	of	Study:	Performance,	Gender	and	Social	Media:	a	focus	group	study	of	college	seniors		
Principal	Investigator:	Paré,	Alexandra		
UNC	Department:	School	of	Media	and	Journalism		
UNC	Department	Phone	Number:	(919)	962-1204	
		
Study	Contact:	Alexandra	Paré		
Study	Contact’s	Phone	Number:	770-883-8249	
Study	Contact's	Email:	ampar@live.unc.edu	
	
	
What	are	some	general	things	you	should	know	about	research	studies?	
You	are	being	asked	to	take	part	in	a	research	study.		To	join	the	study	is	voluntary.		You	may	
refuse	to	join,	or	you	may	withdraw	your	consent	to	be	in	the	study,	for	any	reason,	without	
penalty.		
		
Research	studies	are	designed	to	obtain	new	knowledge.		This	new	information	may	help	
people	in	the	future.			You	may	not	receive	any	direct	benefit	from	being	in	the	research	study.		
There	also	may	be	risks	to	being	in	research	studies.	
		
Details	about	this	study	are	discussed	below.		It	is	important	that	you	understand	this	
information	so	that	you	can	make	an	informed	choice	about	being	in	this	research	study.		You	
will	be	given	a	copy	of	this	consent	form.		You	should	ask	the	researchers	named	above,	or	any	
research	team	member,	any	questions	you	have	about	this	study	at	any	time.	
	
		
What	is	the	purpose	of	this	study?	
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This	study	examines	how	college	seniors	use	Facebook	during	their	senior	year.		Based	on	
theories	of	identity	performance	and	gender,	this	study	will	examine	how	college	seniors	
present	themselves	online	and	if	there	are	differences	between	males	and	females.		
	
	How	many	people	will	take	part	in	this	study?	
If	you	decide	to	be	in	this	study,	you	will	be	one	of	approximately	32	UNC-Chapel	Hill	seniors.	
	
		
How	long	will	your	part	in	this	study	last?	
Your	participation	will	last	approximately	one	hour.	
	
	
	What	will	happen	if	you	take	part	in	the	study?	
Participants	will	join	seven	other	students	of	the	same	gender	in	a	focus	group	to	be	conducted	
in	the	School	of	Media	and	Journalism.	During	the	study	a	moderator	will	ask	open-ended	
questions	about	how	and	why	seniors	are	using	Facebook.	The	focus	group	will	last	
approximately	one	hour.	Refreshments	will	be	provided.	
		
What	are	the	possible	benefits	from	being	in	this	study?	
Research	is	designed	to	benefit	society	by	gaining	new	knowledge.		You	may	not	benefit	
personally	from	being	in	this	research	study.	
	
		
What	are	the	possible	risks	or	discomforts	involved	from	being	in	this	study?		
We	do	not	expect	any	risks	or	discomfort	to	you	by	being	in	this	study.		If	you	are	embarrassed	
to	answer	any	question	asked,	you	have	the	option	of	not	answering.		All	participants	are	
encouraged	to	keep	comments	made	during	the	group	discussion	confidential.		It	is	possible	
that	participants	may	repeat	comments	outside	of	the	group	at	some	time	in	the	
future.		Therefore,	we	encourage	you	to	be	as	honest	and	open	as	you	can,	but	remain	aware	of	
our	limits	in	protecting	confidentiality.		
	
		
How	will	your	privacy	be	protected?		
Every	effort	will	be	taken	to	protect	your	identity	as	a	participant	in	this	study.	Your	name	will	
not	appear	on	any	transcripts.	You	may	also	choose	to	use	a	false	name	during	the	group	
discussion.		You	will	not	be	identified	in	any	report	or	publication	of	this	study	or	its	results.			
	
Will	you	receive	anything	for	being	in	this	study?	
	
You	will	receive	a	$10	Amazon	gift	card	for	your	participation	(research	pool	version	will	be	one	
hour	credit	toward	research	requirement).		
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Will	it	cost	you	anything	to	be	in	this	study?	
There	will	be	no	costs	to	you	for	being	in	the	study.	
	
	
What	if	you	have	questions	about	this	study?	
You	have	the	right	to	ask,	and	have	answered,	any	questions	you	may	have	about	this	research.	
If	you	have	questions,	or	concerns,	you	should	contact	the	researchers	listed	on	the	first	page	
of	this	form.	
	
		
What	if	you	have	questions	about	your	rights	as	a	research	participant?	
All	research	on	human	volunteers	is	reviewed	by	a	committee	that	works	to	protect	your	rights	
and	welfare.		If	you	have	questions	or	concerns	about	your	rights	as	a	research	subject	you	may	
contact,	anonymously	if	you	wish,	the	Institutional	Review	Board	at	(919)	966-3113	or	by	email	
to	IRB_subjects@unc.edu.	
	
		
Participant	Agreement:		
I	have	read	the	information	provided	above.		I	have	asked	all	the	questions	I	have	at	this	time.		I	
voluntarily	agree	to	participate	in	this	research	study.	
		
_________________________________________________																					_________________	
Signature	of	Research	Participant																																																																						Date	
		
_________________________________________________	
Printed	Name	of	Research	Participant	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
FOR	OFFICE	USE	ONLY:	
_________________________________________________																						_________________	
Signature	of	Research	Team	Member	Obtaining	Consent																													Date	
		
_________________________________________________	
Printed	Name	of	Research	Team	Member	Obtaining	Consent	
Sign	
Print	
